














25 Years? Maybe/Maybe Not

by Maureen Nelson

In recent months we’ve been
delving into old files and archived
newsletters searching for the
answer to the question: How old
is PFLAG St. Paul/Minneapolis?
Despite the effort, we've only
scratched the surface of the
story—and we need help.

The original group, not yet named
PFLAG, was around in 1980,
initiated by Roger and Donna U,
who had just become aware that
a son was gay. Also credited as
being one of the founders was
Jack Devine, a licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist. A note in a
file said the fledgling group met
at Family and Children’s Services
of Minneapolis. It later became
known as Families and Friends of
Gays and Lesbians (FFGL).

In September 1982 the group

began meeting at St. Paul Refor-
mation Lutheran Church, where
it stayed until January 1994
when they held their first meet-
ing at Mayflower Congregational
Church, where we meet today.
Based on the Volume numbers
on newsletters during the early
1990s, it seems likely the first
newsletter was produced some-
time in 1983.

The first official address for
PFLAG was that of Joan and
Roger Dressen who joined the or-
ganization in 1982 and served on
the Board of Directors until 1989.

PFLAG Minnesota was legally and
officially incorporated on February
13, 1986. The name was changed
to St. Paul/Minneapolis PFLAG by
a vote during the annual meeting
in November 1993. PFLAG cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary on
Sunday, February 18, 1996.

So how old is our PFLAG chapter?
It could be 27 years, if it was be-
gun in 1980; or 25 if the calcula-
tion is based on when it moved to
St. Paul Reformation. According
to the incorporation paperwork
and the 10th anniversary event,
it is now in its 21st year.

We are still looking for early cop-
ies of the newsletter, accurate
lists of Board members from the
initial years, and officers of the
organization prior to incorpora-
tion.

Anyone who has information on
the early years is encouraged to
send copies to the PFLAG office
so that our history can be accu-
rately completed.

PFLAG Membership Form - St. Paul/Minneapolis Chapter

Membership in the local chapter includes membership in the national
organization. Membership runs from October 1 to September 30.

Name:

Address:

City State Zip
Phone (h) (w)

E-mail:

The local PFLAG chapter will soon be able to send your monthly newsletter via e-mail.
Please let us know if you prefer to receive your newsletter in print or by e-mail

Q bye-mail O by mail

O Newsletter Only $25

Q Basic Membership $50

Q Friend Membership $100

Q Supporter Membership $250
Q Advocate Membership $500

Q Celebration Membership
$1,000

Please make checks payable to
PFLAG St. Paul/Mpls

P.O. Box 19290

Minneapolis, MN 55419

Sorry, we cannot accept credit
cards.




PFLAG Looking for Volunteers

The Twin Cities Chapters of PFLAG welcomes volunteer help:

e Fundraising and grant writing

e Website design and development (Flash experience would be great)
e PFLAG representation on the Minnesota School Outreach Coalition

(early evening hours)

e Help bringing the Community Shares workplace giving campaign
into new workplaces (if your company does not offer Community
Shares, contact Deb LeMay at office, 612-825-1660).

Bemidji, 218-759-2556
Brainerd, brainerdpflag@charter.
net

Duluth, 218-728-4405
Fargo/Moorhead, 701-232-
8361

Grand Rapids/Itasca, 800-800-
0350 X509

Mankato, mankatopflag@yahoo.

Community Resources

com
Marshall/Buffalo Ridge, 507-

For Parents & Gay Youth

Arch, a support and social
group for young people at the
U of M Queer Student Center.

venues for Homeless
Youth host home program:
612-522-1690 ext 110.

o What If I Am, a social

group for 15-20 year olds
meeting every Saturday from
10:30 to noon at The Bridge:
612-377-8800.

ace to Face Counseling &

SafeZone drop in center,
GLBT, and transgender youth
support groups, individual coun-
seling, sliding fee medical care
and testing. 651-772-5593 or
651-772-5602

amily & Children’s Services
GLBT KIDS Abuse Intervention
Network 1-877-452-8543

innesota School Outreach
Coalition 1-877-452-8543

Out for Equity (GLBT Pro-
gram in the St. Paul Schools)

651-603-4942

Out4Good (GLBT program
in the Minneapolis Schools)
612-668-5314

istrict 202 Youth Center
612-871-5559

Education & Advocacy

utFront Minnesota - state-

wide GLBT public advocacy
and community service 612-822-
0127 or 1-800-800-0450 ext 500

aithFamilyFairness Alliance
http://www.faithfamilyfair-
ness.org/

ainbow Families support
for LGBT families and their
children 612-827-7731

Gender Education Center
support, advocacy & educa-
tion on gender issues gec@debra-
davis.org

traight Spouse Network

The Twin Cities has a local
support group of this national or-
ganization (http://www.straight-
spouse.org/)

Program in Human Sexual-
ity at the University of Minne-
sota, contact Dr. Shana Hamilton
at 612-625-1500

ransgender Network Twin

Cities PFLAG hosts a support
group (http://pflag.org/TNET.
tnet.0.html)

Soulforce-Twin Cities en-
gaged in nonviolent struggle
within religious institutions to end
spiritual violence against LGBT
persons.

See http://www.outfront.org/links/local.html for other resources.

532-0231

Northfield, 507-645-4609
Park Rapids, schellack@hotmail.
com

Red Wing, 651-388-9610
Rochester, 507-282-8874

St. Cloud/Central Minnesota,
320-252-5189

Workplace Giving

You can designate a financial gift
to PFLAG through your work-
place giving campaign. We are
proud members of Community
Shares, a workplace giving
campaign that fearlessly supports
a number of GLBT and social
justice nonprofits and which pro-
vides a significant percentage of
our yearly budget. We are grate-
ful for their support.

If your company does not offer
Community Shares as a giving
option, you can still designate
PFLAG in ANY workplace giving
campaign. Ask your HR depart-
ment how to write in your choice.
You can also ask your company
to offer Community Shares. Call
our office to ask how.
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